Testing Plan: IVF Treatment for Lesbians

Objectives:

· To prove that the law requiring ministerial authorisation was designed to discriminate against LGBT people (particularly lesbians).

· Ensuring that lesbians are able to undergo IVF treatment on a non-discriminatory basis.

· Show that testing works.
Time span: six months

Background research:

· Seek medical advice about the IVF process.
· Check the law to see whether you need the approval of the minister before or after proving that you cannot conceive without IVF.

· Talk to some people who have gone through the process of getting ministerial authorisation as single would-be parents.

· Check other conditions (legal, administrative, by-laws).

· Look at women members of minority groups and whether they have been treated badly.  

· Examine how they conduct their interviews in order to identify the appropriate moment to reveal sexual orientation (e.g. when asked about prior relationships)
Participants:

· Three lesbians and three straight women

· No other minorities (to avoid picking up other discrimination issues)

· People who want to conceive through IVF

· Right age (30+?)

· Affinity with children

· Nieces/nephews

· Experience looking after children

· Income level (average - €380/month)

· No criminal record

· Similar level of education (graduate level)

· Living space: separate bedroom for child, living alone, owned apartment, 50 square metres

· 1 pair in relationships, 2 pairs single 

Script: [to be filled in]

Strategy: 

· What if it works: 

· Write a monitoring report about the experience (5 pages with a summary).  

· Methodology.

· Experience.

· Results.

· Litigate the matter using the anti-discrimination law and Protocol 12.  If we don’t get a remedy, go to Strasbourg.
· Report to the media and the public – issuing a public statement and having a press conference.
· What if it doesn’t work: create new testing situation.
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